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describe themselves as such. When they sought to depict themselves
as arignars (learned ones), kalaignars (men well-versed in the arts)
and thinkers, the truly learned and educated, the scholars and the
political thinkers, dismissed them with contempt, laughter and
disgust. The people in general and members of political parties
thought of them as men of little consequence. Such an attitude,
ironically enough, worked to the advantage of the DMK.
When I compared the thinkers, the ideologists and the self-
sacrificing spirits that I had met in the Communist Party with
the DMK men, I could have little respect for the latter. Citing many
examples, we argued that even the leader of the DMK, Annadurai,
had less political awareness and intellectual equipment than any
young worker coming to the Communist Party as a probationary
member. We made Annadurai the butt of our contempt and ridicule.
I myself developed a sort of allergy to the values espoused by the
DMK men, to their arguments that were devoid of substance, and
to their orations that were filled with rubbish. Their artificial and
theatrical "stunts" were distasteful to me. Most Communists felt
the same way towards the DMK. I say "most" simply as a concession.
It would be correct to say that all of us shared the same general
view. In our "allergy" towards the DMK there were probably
differences in percentage points. But there was no Communist at
that time who did not harbour an allergy towards the DMK.
The DMK men sought to build their movement on the basis of
such slogans as Dravida Nadu, Tamil, Tamilians, anti-Brahminism,
opposition to Hindi, widow remarriage, struggle against the Puranas,
opposition to the Congress and north-south differences. A pseudo-
socialist posture, descriptions of poverty and the film-stage craze
were additional ingredients that they sought to capitalize on as
they organized meetings. They began to attract crowds of increasing
size. In the early phase, those who sat down and listened to the
DMK speakers at their public meetings were outnumbered by those
who stood on the fringes as mere spectators. The people watched the
DMK with amusement. And the DMK men showed them tricks
calculated to appeal to their taste. They tried to please the crowd.
Among the Communists the view was held that the DMK men
were clowns, opportunists and loudmouths. They were agents
of Tamilian or southern capitalists, secret friends of the Anglo-
American imperialists, subversive and destructive infiltrators into
working class politics, and representatives of the lumpenproletariat